
What does the Kennet Valley School building tell us about the past?  
Key knowledge (Fab 5) Models and Images to support learning  Vocabulary (BIG 6) 

• Kennet Valley School was 
built during the Victorian 
period. During this time, there 
was a lot of change to 
education. 

• We can find out about the 
past through primary and 
secondary sources.  

• The features at the front and 
back of school are different 
because they were built at 
different times.  

• The plans of the building tell 
us that children were taught 
in large groups and that boys 
and girls were kept 
separated outside the 
classroom. 

• The school’s log book 
indicates that attendance was 
a problem, likely due to 
families needing children to 
work.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Victorian period    
The time that Queen Victoria reigned 
(1837 – 1901). 

 Similarities   
Things that have a likeness to 
something else. 

Differences 
Things that are not the same. 

Feature 
An interesting or important part of 
something, for example a wooden 
sash window. 

Primary sources 
Sources made during the historical 
period that is being investigated, for 
example a photograph. 

Secondary sources 
Sources that were made after the 
time period you are investigating, for 
example a documentary or book. 

Primary sources 

letters photographs clothing 

Secondary sources 

Websites Non-fiction 
books 

Television 
programs 

Kennet Valley School bell tower 
(1874) 



 


